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Abstract— In this paper, we have focused on developing a 

method and model to detect jaundice using non-invasive 

techniques. The yellow discoloration is used to measure bilirubin 

concentration for determining the level of jaundice in infants. 

Hyperbilirubinemia or Neonates Jaundice is commonly 

happened in the neonates or newborns due to rise in the of the 

amount of bilirubin concentration in the body. Current detection 

techniques, however, require clinical tests with blood samples or 

other particular equipments. As a result, newborns often depends 

on visual assessments of their skin color at home, which is known 

to be unpredictable. Therefore, to detect newborn jaundice non-

invasively we are going to develop a technique based on yellow 

discoloration of the skin. Neonatal hyperbilirubinemia, especially 

kernicterus; may be prevented by screening for neonatal 

jaundice at early stage. The proposed system is accurate in the 

diagnosis of neonatal jaundice, and can reduce the need for blood 

sampling. 

Keywords—Hyperbilirubinemia; non-invasive; Transcutaneous 

Bilirubinometer; Transcutaneous Serum Bilirubin 

I.  INTRODUCTION  

Numbers of medical devices are becoming increasingly 

common for fitness, heart rate check and various other 

devices. As the technology increasing day by day, people 

move towards the efficient and low cost technology. People 

want the technology that save time money and provide good 

results. 

Neonatal jaundice is the common problem in the newborns 

[1,2]. It is found that the neonatal jaundice occur more in 

Asian neonates than the Caucasian neonates. Jaundice is also 

known as icterus. It causes yellowing of skin and whitening of 

eye that is known as sclera. Almost all the [3] infants are 

jaundice proned; among them around 60% are term and 80 % 

are preterm infants. Jaundice occurs due to breakdown of Red 

Blood Cells; the breakdown process is known as Hemolysis if 

the cell breakdown rate occurs at rate faster than the usual it 

increase the level of bilirubin in the body and causes jaundice 

to the infants. Bilirubin concentration can be detected using 

two technique i.e. Invasive techniques and Non-invasive 

techniques. In invasive detection, a physical examination is 

carried out to look for sign of swelling of liver and legs ankles 

or feet, which might indicate cirrhosis of the liver. Urine be 

tested to check Urobilinogen, which is produced when [3] 

bilirubin is broken down to find high or low level of bilirubin 

concentration can help pin point the type of jaundice. Blood 

test may be used. Whereas in Non-invasive detection can be 

done by using Trancutaneous bilirubinometer. Transcutaneous 

Bilirubinometry works by directing light into the skin of 

neonate and measures the intensity of specific wavelength that 

is returned. The number of wavelengths, used is variable in 

different transcutaneous bilirubinometer. The meter analyzes 

the spectrum of optical signal reflected from the neonates’ 

subcutaneous tissues. These optical signals are converted to 

electrical signal by a [4] photocell. These are analyzed by a 

microprocessor to generate a serum bilirubin value. 

 

A moderate level (6mg/dl- 9 mg/dl) can be tolerable and 

easily treated but delay in the treatment can cause fatal and 

irreversible brain damage of the newborn. Therefore, early 

detection of the newborn jaundice is mandatory. Most of the 

infants are affected by jaundice after discharged from the 

hospitals. Visual assessment generally used at home, where 

laboratory takes too much time to provide the results. Parents 

and clinicians are usually determine the jaundice by visual 

assessment. Various studies show that the accurate results are 

not provided by visual assessments even experienced 

professionals are unable to determine the exact level of 

jaundice. In this paper we present the design of a system that 

evaluate jaundice level by detecting serum bilirubin coloration 

on a strip. The system is based upon the smartphone 

embedded camera images and a calibration card formed in the 

Matlab. 

II. RELATED WORK 

James W. Kronberg et al. [4] introduced a trancutaneous 

bilirubin detection device. This device was based on the 

absorption of light by the skin at particular wavelength. The 

amount the light absorbed by the skin is proportional to the 

amount of illness. Steven L. Jacques et al. [9] analyzed a 

;device, which was based upon the maturity dependent optical 

properties of the skin. Refraction of red , yellow orange lights 

along with these light reflection of blue light determine the 

concentration of bilirubin. Later on Buttitta et al. [10] 

introduced a device in which two lights were transmitted 

through the infant skin one is completely absorbed and another 

one was partially or not absorbed by the skin. The reflected 

light intensity is used to determine the bilirubin concentration. 

David P. Dewitt et al. [8] developed a device which was also 

based on the two-filter design technique. This device was able 
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to determine the type of the treatment required to prevent the 

hyperbilirubinemia. Vinod K Bhutani et al. [11] introduced a 

device that depends upon the multi-wavelength spectral 

reflectance analysis. This device concentrates on those 

predischarge infants who have high risk of 

hyperbilirubinemia. Giovanna Bertini et al.  [12] Introduced a 

first electronic device, which was used to determine whether 

neonates required TSB detection, or not.  Gagan  Mahajan  et 

al. [13]study was undertaken to relate the correlation between 

the transcutaneous bilirubinometer with total serum bilirubin 

reading without using phototherapy. Yu-Hsun Chang et al. [2] 

evaluated the usefulness of JM-103 in Taiwanese neonates. At 

value of  9.4 mg/dl this device showed significant detection. 

Brad S. Karon et al. [14] determined that transcutaneous 

bilirubinometer able to detect risk of hyperbilirubinemia. 

Samar N. El-beshbishi et al. [1] discussed the review that the 

Transcutaneous bilirubinometer could be used for early 

detection of the sever hyperbilirubinemia. M. Penhaker et al. 

[15] proposed a device for detection of bilirubin. This device 

is ten times cheaper and easy to use. The variation of error was 

less than 4%. KA Jangaard et al.  [16] Proposed that heel 

punctured cause painful to infants and distress to the parents. 

Billicheck can be used for detection of neonatal those who 

didn’t  receive phototherapy and does not have any patch or 

mark on the skin. Nurashlida ali et al. [17] introduced a non-

invasively detection method for jaundice. This method uses 

optical techniques for detection. This technique is better to 

eliminate the pain occurred to the infants during taking blood 

samples. 

 

A. Gaps 

i. Transcutaneous bilirubin instrument measurements 

were inaccurate for measuring bilirubin levels in 

infants those were already receiving phototherapy 

and if an area of skin has any mark or patch. 

ii. The mechanism was not as sensitive in the minute 

sample of preterm infants, and a larger reading was 

required before recommending the use of this 

instrument in this inhabitants.  

iii. Transcutaneous bilirubinometer also affected by the 

color of the skin and the hemoglobin concentration 

present in the body because the color of the skin and 

hemoglobin concentration varied from person to 

person so that the measuring values are also varied. 

iv. The biggest gap is that tracutaneous bilirubinometer 

is not able to detect the Hyperbilirubinemia (i.e.>= 14 

mg/dl) stage correctly, which is the dangerous stage 

of jaundice. 

III. ANALYSIS 

To determine whether a newborn should receive 
phototherapy or an exchange blood transfusion, doctors or 
nurses reference specialized graphs with the newborn’s age, 
number of weeks of gestation, and bilirubin [11] level. Figure 
(1) explain Bhutani nomogram graph. The Bhutani nomogram 
provides a means to evaluate a newborn’s risk based on the 
percent of newborns in the study with given bilirubin levels 
and ages. High intermediate risk is considered above the 75th 
percentile, and high risk above the 95th percentile. Bilirubin 

levels are commonly expressed in milligrams per deciliter 
(mg/dl) or micromoles of bilirubin per liter (μmol/L) 

         

 Fig. 1.  Bhutani Nomogram Graph for Standard Bilirubin Concentration 

A. Experimental Method to Measure Bilirubin Concentration 

Non-Invasively 

The bilirubin concentration can be measured non-

invasively by determining the yellow color discoloration of 

the skin. The steps to calculate the bilirubin concentration is 

described  as below in the figure (2): 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Fig. 1.  Steps to Calculate the Bilirubin Concentration 

B. Color Balancing 

The image was converted into HSV model and normalized 

value of Red, Green, Blue was computed to make some of the 

effects of different lightning condition less [20] severe. The 

HSV stands for the Hue, Saturation and Value.  

As hue varies from 0 to 1.0, the corresponding colors 

vary from red, through yellow, green, cyan, blue, and magenta 

, back to red, so that there are actually red values both at 0 and 

1.0. As saturation varies from 0 to 1.0, the corresponding [20] 

colors (hues) vary from unsaturated (shades of gray) to fully 

saturated (no white component). As value or brightness,varies 

from 0 to 1.0, the corresponding colors become increasingly 

brighter. Compute R’,G’,B’ and cmax,  cmin value for RGB to  

HSV conversion of the image as done using equation (1) to 

(13): 

                                           

                             R’= R/255                                                 (1) 

 

                             G’= G/255                                                 (2) 

 

                             B’= B/255                                                  (3) 

                                              

                            cmax= max(R’,G’,B’)                               (4) 
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                            cmin= min(R’,G’,B’)                                (5) 

 

                            ∆= 𝑐𝑚𝑎𝑥 − 𝑐𝑚𝑖𝑛                                     (6) 

 

Hue Calculation: 

 

                          𝐻 = 00 , ∆= 0                                              (7) 

 

                          𝐻 = 600 ∗ (
𝐺′−𝐵′

∆
𝑚𝑜𝑑 6) , 𝑐𝑚𝑎𝑥 = 𝑅′      (8) 

 

                         𝐻 = 600 ∗ (
𝐵′−𝑅′

∆
+  2) , 𝑐𝑚𝑎𝑥 = 𝐺′           (9) 

 

                         𝐻 = 600 ∗ (
𝑅′−𝐺′

∆
+  4) , 𝑐𝑚𝑎𝑥 = 𝐵′         (10) 

 

Saturation Calculation: 

 

                        𝑆 = 0, ∆= 0                                                (11) 

 

                        𝑆 =
∆

𝑐𝑚𝑎𝑥
, ∆≠ 0                                           (12) 

 

Value Calculation: 

 

                       𝑉 = 𝑐𝑚𝑎𝑥                                                     (13) 

C. Color Chart Formation 

The color chart was created for standard bilirubin level 

[15] shades of each block size of 26 *26 and one block was 

kept blank. Where, x represents the empty/ hollow block to 

paste strip/skin sample image as shown in figure (3) 

 

 

Fig. 3   Color Chart 

 

D. Machine Regression 

 The regression algorithm was applied on the card, which 

contains the sample image pasted on one block. The 

regression algorithm employs an ensemble of different 

regression. The aim of [2] machine learning is to build a 

model that makes decisions based on facts in the presence of 

uncertainty. As adaptive algorithms identify [13] patterns in 

color segment. A computer "learns" from the observations, 

therefore, when exposed to more clarification, the computer 

improves its decision-making performance. In this model four 

different Regressions are used. The four regression are 

 

 Least Angle Regression- LARS regression uses a variant 

of forward feature selection to decide what features are 

most useful. Instinctively, this regression helps to 

eliminate redundant features, while [2] creating new 

features based on their association to the chosen features. 

Essentially, the best predictor from the feature set is 

chosen by developing a single-feature, linear regression 

[15] from each feature. 

 Lasso - Elastic Net Regression- Lasso is a regularization 

technique for performing linear regression. Lasso includes 

penalty term that constrains the size of the estimated 

coefficients. Lasso is a shrinkage estimator; it generates 

coefficient estimates that are biased to be small. A lasso 

estimator [2] can have smaller mean squared error than an 

ordinary least-square estimator when it is applied it to 

new data. Lasso sets more coefficients to zero. Elastic net 

is a hybrid of ridge regression and lasso regularization. 

Like lasso, elastic net can generate reduced model by [13] 

generating zero-valued coefficients as described by 

equation (13). For given value of λ a non-negative 

parameter, lasso solves the problem of non- negative 

parameters. 
 

     min
βo β

1

2N
∑ (yi

N
j=1 − β

0
− xi

T) + λ ∑ |β
j
|

p
j=1             (13) 

 

 K-NN Regression- The first regression algorithm is an 

encapsulated k-Nearest Neighbor regression (k = 7) [17]. 

Intuitively, this regression takes a more “local” estimate 

of the bilirubin level based upon [9] training points that 

have similar feature values. In this regression, when an 

unknown test vector is analyzed, the k-nearest neighbors 

are found around the test vector in the [2] database of 

features. The L1 norm is a variable, which is used to 

calculate the nearest neighbors feature. Feature points 

from the neighbors are used to train a linear support 

vector regression and new regression is built each time 

whenever a new test point is analyzed. 

 Support Vector Regression-   Instead of minimizing the 

observed training error, Support Vector Regression 

attempts to minimize the generalization error bound so as 

to accomplish generalized performance. The idea of SVR 

is based on the computation of a linear regression [31] 

function in a high dimensional feature space where the 

input data are mapped via a nonlinear function. Support 

Vector Machine are learning machines implementing the 

structural risk minimization inductive principle to obtain 

good generalization on a limited number of learning 

patterns. Structural risk minimization involves concurrent 

attempt to minimize the empirical risk. 

E. Final Output 

If the difference is less than the empirically derived 

threshold of 1.0 mg/dl, the collection “agrees” and the mean is 

chosen. If the difference is greater than 1.0 mg/dl, then the 

second highest bilirubin value (i.e., the 90th percentile) is 

chosen. This helps to bias the regression algorithm to select a 

large bilirubin value when the ensemble does not agree. If the 

variation of experimental value of bilirubin concentration from 

the actual value of bilirubin concentration is greater than 5% 

then the technique is not considered to be completely accurate. 

x 

International Journal of Engineering Research & Technology (IJERT)

ISSN: 2278-0181

www.ijert.orgIJERTV4IS080149

(This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.)

Vol. 4 Issue 08, August-2015

36



Therefore, the developed technique variation must be less than 

the 5 % of the actual value then to validate the result. Table 1 

contains the variation of actual and experimental result and the 

error percentage due to variation in output from standard value 

of bilirubin concentration. 

TABLE I.  TABLE STYLES 

Observ

ations 

Bilirubin Concentration 

Actual Values Experimental Values 
Error 

Percentage 

1 3 3 0 

2 6 6.2 3.3 

3 9 9 0 

4 12 12 0 

5 15 15 0 

6 18 19.5 8.3 

7 21 22.7 8.09 

8 24 26 8.33 

9 27 29.5 9.2 

 

Figure (3) describes the variation of experimental value from actual value of 

bilirubin concentration and its error percentage 

 

Fig.3.  Error Percentage 

CONCLUSION 

We have designed a new method and model to detect 

jaundice, which is based on the yellow discoloration of the 

bilirubin samples. The outputs of the different bilirubin 

samples are included in the result. The R,G,B value is varied 

for different concentration of the bilirubin. We take different 

samples of bilirubin in different condition of light. Firstly the 

3mg/dl sample has been taken and then compared it with the 

standard color chart, it is analyzed that the exact value of the 

sample is determined by the developed technique. We repeat 

this process for 6mg/dl, 9mg/dl, 12mg/dl, 15mg/dl, 18mg/dl, 

21mg/dl, 24mg/dl, and 27mg/dl bilirubin concentration sample 

image, we find that the sampled value up to 17 mg/dl the 

developed device is able to detect bilirubin concentration 

reliably. After 17mg/dl, the developed technique is not able to 

detect bilirubin concentration exactly. The error percentage is 

less than 5 % for bilirubin concentration value up to 17mg/dl. 

The experimental results were able to detect jaundice for 

bilirubin concentration upto 14mg/dl where as our work able 

to detect jaundice for bilirubin concentration level of 17mg/dl. 

 

FUTURE SCOPE 

Jaundice detection at early stage is necessary to avoid high 

risk of hyperbilirubinemia. So that it is required to detect 

jaundice at early stage. The future work can be extended to 

detect jaundice for values greater than 17mg/dl and can be 

implemented for different skin shades.  A app can be develop 

for smartphones so that jaundice can be detect at home at early 

stage without need to rush towards the laboratory to detect 

jaundice 

REFERENCES 

[1] Samar N.El-Beshbishi, Karen E. Sharttuck, Amin  A. Mohammad and 
John  R.Petersen,“Hyperbilirubinemia and Transcutaneous Bilirubin- 
ometry,”clinical chemistry, vol. 55, no.7, 2009, pp. 1280-1287. 

[2] Yu-Hsun Chang, Wu-Shiun Hsieh, Hung-Chieh Chou, Chien-Yi Chen,    
Jing-Yi Wu, Po-Nien Tsao “The Effectiveness of a Noninvasive       
Transcutaneous Bilirubin Meter in Reducing the Need for Blood  
Sampling in Taiwanese Neonates,”clinical Neonatalogy.,vol.13, no. 2,  
2006, pp. 60- 63 

[3] Smriti Shrivastava,“Diagnosis of Neonatal Jaundice Using Artificial     
Neural Networks,”International Indexed & Refereed Research   
Journals, vol. 4, 2013, pp. 69-72. 

[4] James W. Kronberg. “ Optical Transcutaneous Bilirubin,” US Patent 5      

 259 382, November 9, 1993. 

[5] Tai-Wing Wu, Rochester, N.Y., “Assay For  Bilirubin”, United State     
Patent 4 069 016, January 17, 1978 pp.1-32. 

[6] Moe Akahira-Azuma, Naohiro Yonemoto, Battsengel Ganzorig, Rintro  
Mori, Shinichi Hosokawa, Takeji Matsushita, Bayasgalantai           
bavuusuren, “validation of Trascutaneous bilirubin meter  in Mongolian 
Neonates: comparison with total serum bilirubin,”BMC Pediatrics. Vol. 
13, no. 151, 2013, pp. 1-7. 

[7] Mark McEwen, Karen Reynolds, “Noninvasive Detection of Bilirubin                  
Using Pulsatile Absorption,” 

[8]  David P. Dewitt, Robert E.Hannemann, John F. wiechel  “Method For 
Determining Bilirubin Concentration From Skin Reflectance”. United 
States Patent.  4 029 085,  june 4, 1977   pp. 1-8. 

[9] Steven L. Jacques, David G. Oelberg, Iyad Saidi, “Method And    
Apparatus   For Optical  Measurement Of Bilirubin  In Tissue”. United 
States Patent. 5,353,790, 1994,  pp. 1-79. 

[10] Buttitta, Anthony D, Librtyville, Illinois, Falk, Steven M.Silver Spring, 
Maryland, “Non-Invasive Bilirubin Monitor”. European Patent 
Application. Ep 0 747 002 A1 , December 11,1996,  pp.1-11. 

[11] Vinod K. Bhutani, Glenn R. Gourley, Saul Adler, Bill Kreamer, Chris   
Dalin and Lois H. Johnson ,“Noninvasive Measurement of Total Serum 
Bilirubin in a Multiracial Predischarge Newborn Population to Assess 
the Risk of Severe Hyperbilirubinemia,”the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. Vol. 106, 2000,  pp. 1-9. 

[12] Giovanna Bertini,“Non-invasive bilirubinometry in neonatal jaundice”. 
Semin Neonatol. volume 7, 2002,  pp.129-133 

[13] Gagan Mahajan  “Transcutaneous Bilirubinometer in Assessment    of 
Neonatal Jaundice in Northern India”. INDIAN PEDIATRICS. Vol. 42, 
2005,  pp. 41- 45 

[14] Brad S. Karon, MD, Ann Teske, Paula J. Santrach, MD and Walter J. 
Cook, “Evaluation Of The Bilichek Noninvasive Bilirubin Analyzer For 
Prediction Of Serum Bilirubin And Risk Of Hyperbilirubinemia”. 
American  Journal Clinical Pathology. Vol. 130, 2008,  pp. 976-982. 

[15] M. Penhaker, V. Kasik, B. Hrvolova  “Advanced Bilirubin Measurement 

by a Photometric Method” Elektronika Ir Elektrotechnika. Vol.19, 2014 

, pp. 47-50. 

 
 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

3 6 9 12 15 18 21 24 27

V
a

ri
a

ti
o

n

Bilirubin Concentration

Actual Value
(av)

Experimental
Value (ev)

Error %

International Journal of Engineering Research & Technology (IJERT)

ISSN: 2278-0181

www.ijert.orgIJERTV4IS080149

(This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.)

Vol. 4 Issue 08, August-2015

37



[16] KA Jangaard. “Estimation of bilirubin using BiliChek™, a 
Transcutaneous bilirubin measurement device: Effects of gestational age 
and use of phototherapy”. Paediatr Child Health. Vol. 11 no. 2, 2014, pp. 
79-83. 

[17] Nurashlida Ali “A Review of Non –Invasive Jaundice detection using 

Optical Technique in Neonates”.Conference in Advances In Computing, 
Electronics and Electrical Technology - CEET 2014. , 2014,pp.1-3. 

[18] Mark J.Rice, Robert H.Sweat, Jr. James M. Rioux, Williams T.Williams, 
Wilson Routt, “Non-Invasive Measurements of Blood Component Using 
Retinal Image,” United State Patent US 6 305 804 B1, October 23, 2001 
pp. 1-10 

[19] Hetal Vora, Pankti Desai, “Invasive Versus Non-Invasive Hemoglobin 
Measurements by Pulse Co-Oximeter in Neonates Admitted To NICU,” 
NHL Journal of Medical Science, vol. 3, January 2014, pp.68-71. 

[20] Durgesh Nirapure, Udaypal Reddy,“Fast Retrieval of Images using 
Filtered HSV Color Level Detection”, International Journal of Emerging 
Technology and Advanced Engineering, Volume 3, Issue 8, 2013, pp. 
414-419 

International Journal of Engineering Research & Technology (IJERT)

ISSN: 2278-0181

www.ijert.orgIJERTV4IS080149

(This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.)

Vol. 4 Issue 08, August-2015

38


