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Abstract - This research explores the links between climate justice, human rights and literary representation to explore the complexities 

of climate displacement. The study employs a qualitative and interpretive research approach, combining ecocriticism, postcolonial 

theory and human rights approaches to explore selected literary texts The Hungry Tide, Gun Island, and Flight Behaviour in relation to 

information from the Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre. The research examines the role of climate change in human 

displacement, and the legal and ethical complexities of environmental migration. The research shows that climate displacement is not 

merely physical and geographical but cultural and emotional, characterised by environmental and socio-economic loss. Theoretical 

analysis shows that human rights approaches are insufficient to address climate displacement, especially with regard to environmental 

and cultural aspects of human vulnerability. Literary analysis reveals that the texts present a range of representations of displacement, 

environmental loss and identity change, and therefore offer detailed insights into experiences that are otherwise ignored in policy 

debates. The research finds that human rights approaches need to be expanded to include environmental justice and cultural 

considerations, and that literature offers useful insights into ethical, legal and experiential understandings of climate displacement. 

Keywords: Climate Change, Climate Displacement, Climate Justice, Human Rights, Ecocriticism, Environmental Migration, Literary 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Climate change has been considered as not only an issue of concern to the environment but also a humanitarian and cultural crisis 

that has a significant impact on populations worldwide. Extreme weather conditions, sea level rise and ecological degradation 

destroy livelihood, displacement and redefine the ancient human-environment relationships (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change). These are not only physical damages, but social instability, erosion of culture, and psychological suffering as well, which 

makes climate change a multidimensional problem that needs interdisciplinary solutions(Adger et al. 29). 

In this framework, displacement caused by climate becomes a burning issue on the international level. Environmental factors like 

floods, droughts and loss of habitat are forcing large numbers of people and communities to migrate(Bettini 180). This is what is 

sometimes termed as climate migration, a phenomenon that causes the lines between voluntary and forced movement to become 

blurred and present rather complicated issues of responsibility, protection, and rights (Chapman and Ahmed). Its increasing size 

and intensity of such displacement accentuate the urgency of considering its consequences as part of the global governance 

systems(Bettini et al. 348). 

In spite of these developments, the current international legal mechanisms especially the 1951 Refugee Convention have severe 

shortcomings in dealing with displacement due to climate change. The convention mainly identifies refugees as persecuted due to 

their race, religion, nationality or political opinion thus leaving out those who are displaced because of environmental 

factors(Black et al. 32). Consequently, this renders the climate-displaced populations to be mostly invisible in the arena of law 

making, as they are not formally acknowledged and accorded sufficient protection under international law. 

The main research question of the study is that there is a little integration of literary narratives and human rights discourse to 

comprehend climate displacement. Although policy studies emphasize the legal contexts and institutional reactions and 

environmental studies reveal the environmental effects, the influence of literature on ethical and cultural interpretations of 

displacement is not well researched (Boas et al. 901). The lack of connection limits the evolution of a more holistic view of 

climate justice. 

An analysis of the literature available indicates that there is a definite research gap with the majority of research focusing on either 

the analysis of policies or the study of the environment and comparatively little analysis on the literature side(Borderon et al. 491). 

Despite the ecocritical scholarship focusing on the environmental issues in literary works, it seldom relates this knowledge to the 

human rights discourses or legal discussions. As a result, the way literary narratives can be used to educate and challenge the 

current strategies of climate justice has not been sufficiently analyzed(Brondi et al. 155). 
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To fill this gap, the aim of the current study is to examine the value of literary accounts of climate displacement in reimagining the 

issue of human rights and climate justice(Chapman and Ahmed 81). The research analyses the chosen texts The Hungry Tide, Gun 

Island, and Flight Behaviour in order to find out the major themes concerning displacement, loss of the environment and cultural 

identity. It also incorporates theoretical approaches like ecocriticism, postcolonial theory and human rights analysis to give a 

thorough explanation of these stories(Chotouras et al. 412). 

The originality of the study is its interdisciplinary nature, where literature is analyzed and the human rights discourse is used to 

discuss the intricacies of climate displacement. The study provides a point of view that highlights not only structural inequalities 

but also lived experiences by filling the gap between narrative representation and legal frameworks(Citaristi 220). Scholarly, the 

study enhances the environmental humanities through showing how a qualitative analysis of text can be used to supplement policy 

and empirical research. The thesis of the paper is that climate displacement literary representations reveal ethical, cultural, and 

legal fails in the existing human rights frameworks and are instrumental in reconsidering climate justice in the modern 

age(Cunsolo and Ellis 275). 

Research Objectives 

1. To explore the connections among climate change, human displacement, climate justice by adopting an interdisciplinary 

approach that incorporates ecocriticism, postcolonial theory, and the study of human rights.  

2. To examine the literary means of depicting the world of environmental depletion and climate-related displacement in the 

chosen literary works (The Hungry Tide, Gun Island, and Flight Behaviour) to grasp the effects of cultural, emotional, 

and identity-related influences.  

3. To assess the shortcomings of current human rights approaches to climate displacement and suggest that a broader, 

culturally-inclusive notion of climate justice ought to be expanded.  

Research Questions 

1. What is the role of climate change in human displacement and how can this be viewed in the context of climate justice 

and human rights?  

2. How do literary works reflect environmental loss, displacement and identity shift due to climate change?  

3. In what ways are existing human rights frameworks insufficient when it comes to the displacement caused by climate, 

and how can they be rethought with the interdisciplinary and literary knowledge? 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Climate Justice and Global Inequality 

Climate justice is a widely accepted concept among scholars as a model to deal with the disparities in the distribution of 

environmental costs and benefits between regions and populations. In the initial studies, it is stressed that the developing countries 

though having minimal contribution to climate emissions face disproportionately high climate effects including sea-level rise, 

extreme weather and livelihood interference (Hassan and Tawfeeq 521). The view is consistent with more general environmental 

justice theories which associate climate vulnerability with structural inequalities inherent to world economic structures. 

Nevertheless, there is a consensus that inequality exists, but the scholars disagree in the manner in which it has been caused. Other 

scholars consider historical events like colonialism and industrialization as the main causes of climate injustice and claim that the 

current vulnerabilities have their origins in the past exploitation and unequal development (Hulme 245). Instead, some of them 

focus more on modern-day governance shortcomings such as ineffective policy execution and insufficient international 

coordination as the main factors contributing to inequality. 

Moreover, available literature criticizes the international climate regimes due to their inadequacy to combat these inequalities. A 

well-known notion of shared but distinct roles is never, if ever, put into effect, and when it does, it is often insufficient (Lasater et 

al. 1). A more inclusive and accountable approach is necessary to achieve climate justice, as the gap between normative pledges 

and policy outcomes highlights the significant challenge of achieving equitable climate governance. 

2.2 Environmental Migration and Human Rights Frameworks 

Environmental migration has been a matter of great concern especially in climate induced displacement. There is a general 

agreement among scholars that environmental factors including desertification, flooding and dearth of resources are significant in 

influencing migration patterns(Olivier 153). Nevertheless, the way such movements should be defined and classified legally is still 

a controversial topic. 
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One of the main points of consensus in the literature is the inefficiency of the current international legal frameworks, especially 

the inapplicability of the 1951 Refugee Convention that fails to accept environmental circumstances as legitimate reasons to claim 

refugee status(Redicker et al. 9). Consequently, the displaced populations due to climate changes are still mostly left out of the 

official protection systems. Although a few researchers support the establishment of a new category of law that is often referred to 

as climate refugee, others are warning that such a practice can simplify complicated migration processes and have unintended 

policy implications. 

Conversely, other solutions have suggested that the current human rights systems be extended to accommodate environmental 

displacement in the human rights systems. These schools of thought stress flexibility and assimilation over the establishment of 

new legal categories. These divergent opinions notwithstanding, the literature is consistent in pointing out that there exists a large 

disparity between the increasing magnitude of climate displacement and the insufficiency of legal frameworks to adequately 

tackle the same(Schriever 1581). 

2.3 Ecocriticism and Literary Representations of Environmental Loss 

Ecocriticism has become one of the most important areas of studying the interrelation of literature and environment and provides 

invaluable information on the ways in which ecological crisis is reflected in the narrative. Researchers concur that literary works 

are very important in the process of capturing the emotional, cultural and psychological aspects of the environmental change, 

which are mostly ignored in scientific and policy oriented research (See et al. 240). Literature, through narration offers us a 

human-centred point of view on the problems, of displacement, ecological grief and loss of belonging. 

Nonetheless, as much as ecocritical studies might be effective in addressing environmental issues, they tend to be limited to 

literary analysis and do not adequately address legal or human rights in their analysis(Sengupta 1729). In its turn, environmental 

law research has been biased towards policy and institutional reactions and overlooked cultural and experiential dimensions of 

displacement. Such a disciplinary separation restricts a full grasp of climate displacement as a material and experienced 

phenomenon. 

In the recent scholarship, there is a call to integrate more interdisciplinarily in order to fill this gap. A combination of the literary 

analysis and human rights approaches will enable researchers to create more comprehensive vision of climate justice, taking into 

consideration both structural inequalities and lived human experiences(Sultana 118). However, these integrative methods are still 

elementary, which means that there is a definite need to conduct more research on this topic. 

3. RESEARCH GAP 

Although the topic of climate justice, environmental migration, and ecocriticism has been extensively researched, there is a 

noticeable and sustained gap in the unification of the areas. Current studies on displacement caused by climate are mostly 

characterized by legal and policy-based approaches that emphasize on institutional structures, governance systems and regulatory 

reactions(Schlosberg and Collins 359). Although these methods are useful in offering good structural understanding, they have a 

tendency of minimizing displacement to an administrative or technical factor and thus leave out its cultural, emotional and 

experiential aspects. However, literary and ecocritical research provide more subtle depictions of environmental loss, the 

breakdown of identity, and human susceptibility, but these interpretations are seldom applied to the discussion of human rights or 

policy (Cunsolo et al. 261). This gap brings out a major disequilibrium in the literature in which structural analyses are not human 

and literary approaches are not institutional. 

Moreover, the literature indicates that there is a small interdisciplinary discussion between narrative-based and rights-based 

response to climate displacement. The interpretive and moral insights of literary narratives are frequently neglected in studies of 

law, and the structural and legal consequences of displacement are rarely discussed in ecocritical studies. Consequently, climate-

induced displacement is still perceived as being either a material phenomenon or a symbolic experience, instead of being a process 

that is interrelated and involves both. Therefore, the research gap is the following: there is no common interdisciplinary approach 

to linking the questions of human rights analysis and literary representation. This text bridges this gap by introducing the 

ecocriticism and postcolonial theory and even human rights into a more holistic and humanized idea of climate justice and 

environmental displacement. 

4. METHODOLOGY 

4.1 Research Design and Approach 

In order to examine the relationship between climate justice and human rights and the literary portrayal of ecological devastation, 

this research has used a qualitative and interpretative approach to research. The qualitative technique is employed to ask questions 

about meanings, narratives or socio-cultural interpretations, instead of trying to measure them numerically or do some statistical 
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analysis. The research is rooted in the humanities, that is, in the application of critical theory and textual analysis to make sense of 

the multiple representations and conceptions of climate-related displacement. 

4.2 Method: Textual and Thematic Analysis 

Close textual analysis and thematic analysis will be used to study the selected literary texts in this study. The former will concern 

itself with the elements of narrative, e.g. language, symbolism, characterization, and presentation and the latter will determine and 

explain the shared trends in the themes of climate displacement, environmental degradation, cultural identity, and marginalization.  

The analysis procedure follows inductive approach where themes are identified in the texts by a repeated reading and 

interpretation. In lieu of predetermined categories, like those of the descriptive research design, this study provides the opportunity 

to flesh out themes through the stories so that analysis is carried out in context. Close textual analysis is used to analyse the 

narrative elements of language, symbolism, characters, and presentation of the chosen literary works. Thematic analysis can be 

used to identify and characterize common tendency connected with climatic displacement, environmental degradation, cultural 

identity, and marginalization. The analysis procedure is based on inductive reasoning meaning that the reading and interpreting of 

texts are done several times to identify themes. Through the research, the themes do not have to be defined beforehand but instead 

emerge through the tales proving that the analysis is carried out in context. 

4.3 Coding and Theme Development 

Systematic coding is employed to systematize and make up the data. The first concept to be taught is open coding which is used to 

recognize key concepts, phrases, and plot among the readings. Then, the codes are divided into more general themes like 

displacement, environmental loss, identity transformation, and socio-cultural vulnerability. Axial coding, to establish associations 

between the themes, is applied to understand the impact of environmental change on human experiences and cultural identity 

better. This will guarantee analytical rigor and maintenance of an interpretive nature of the study. It is more a matter of the 

meaning-making than a quantification and no quantitative or numerical measure is applied.  

Firstly, students are introduced to open code to enable them to decode their essential ideas, phrases and storyline of the readings. 

Some of the broader categories, where these codes can be classified, are displacement, ecological loss, identity change, and socio-

cultural delicacy. The subsequent phase involves the use of the aid of the axial coding in order to draw the links between the 

themes, which will lead to a more in-depth understanding of the way environmental change affects human experiences and 

cultural identity. This process guarantees analytical rigor in lieu of the interpretive nature of the study. No statistical or numerical 

measures are used in the study, which is based primarily on the meaning-making and not quantification. 

4.4 Interdisciplinary Analytical Framework 

Human rights, ecocriticism and postcolonial theory are combined. Ecocriticism explores the anthropogenic relationships with the 

environments, postcolonial theory reflects on historical and structural injustice and human rights analysis looks into the 

inadequacies of legal frameworks. It is through this incorporation, that climate displacement can be viewed as a cultural and 

socio-political phenomenon. 

4.5 Data Sources and Selection Criteria 

The primary data will be a collection of the chosen literature The Hungry Tide, Gun Island and Flight Behaviour chosen based on 

the purposive sampling principles based on the topicality to themes of climate change, displacement, as well as environment 

crisis. These articles are richly endowed with narrative content that helps in capturing the physical and emotional scenes of the 

environmental degradation.  

Moreover, the secondary sources, including those released by Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre, also serve the purpose of 

contributing the context of the issue at hand towards the overall understanding of climate-induced displacement. These sources 

however, are not utilized in terms of statistical analysis but rather in contextual understanding which is consistent with the 

qualitative nature of the study. 

4.6 Justification of Methodology 

Due to the aim of the study, to conceive the experienced, cultural and ethical meanings of climate relocation, qualitative textual 

and thematic analysis is suitable. Literary stories offer an insight into human experience, which cannot be measured quantitatively. 

The interpretive study focuses on the importance of literature in broadening the climate justice and human rights topic out of the 

institutional and policy boundaries. 
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5. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

In this paper, I explored the literature on climate displacement based on ecocriticism, postcolonial, and human rights theory. 

Ecocriticism has studied the relationship between humans and the environment and how the degradation of the environment has 

caused havoc to livelihood and displacement of people. The selected literature demonstrated the fact that environmental disasters 

were not just physical but also associated with social and cultural institutions. It was found out that nature was a dynamic force 

which dictated human vulnerability and movement. The postcolonial theory has been used to identify the contemporary climate 

injustice as colonial exploitation and uneven development. Evidence demonstrated that communities were affected by the 

environmental degradation brought about by colonial and economic marginalization.  

These inequities were expressed through literary works which indicated vulnerable peoples such as seaside and rural regions as 

the most affected by the climate change. This conceptual position advocated the notion that there had to be a power imbalance, 

and historical guilt in order to posit the cause of climate displacement. This paper carries the human rights theory to environmental 

aspects as the determiners of dignity and existence. The discussion revealed that the current rights systems were not appropriate to 

take care of the climate-related displacement. Literary knowledge was employed in the expansion of human rights to encompass 

the ecological security, cultural identity and freedom of remaining in their homeland. In such a way, the theory framework has 

enhanced the oil reading in texts and backed the overall assumption on the necessity of an inter-disciplinary redefinition of human 

rights, which climate justice demanded. 

6. RESULTS  

6.1 Climate Change and Displacement: Interpretive Findings 

The review finds that climate change causes human relocation in places that are ecologically sensitive. The issue of climate-based 

relocation is a multifaceted social cultural phenomenon that is shaped by the destabilization of the climate, securing money, and 

institutional injustice. The findings indicate that cross-border mobility is not so extensive but more problematic in legal terms 

compared to national displacement.  

In terms of human rights, it is found that the existing regulations are ineffective in favor of the victims of environmental 

displacement. Legal invisibility curtails protection and institutional assistance to the targeted people. These results can reinforce 

the notion that climate displacement needs to be addressed like the concept of justice, rights, and vulnerability in addition to 

mobility. 

6.2 Theoretical Interpretation of Climate Displacement 

The results are explained by ecocriticism, postcolonial theory, and human rights. Ecocritical approaches see the deterioration of 

the environment as a cause of concern which changes the interactions between humans and the environment.  

The discussion reveals how ecological instability leads to migration and impacts the livelihood and survival patterns. Another 

theory that is related to climate displacement is the postcolonial theory which associates it with historical injustices and uneven 

development. The report indicates that the minority groups themselves, particularly the coastal and rural ones are more vulnerable 

to the environmental change.  

This is an expression of colonial and economical structural inequalities. Human rights findings indicate that current legal 

institutions are unable to deal with climate-related displacement. Human right should be augmented with environmental security, 

culture and home country residency. These theoretical lens give an in-depth ecological and socio-political insight into 

displacement. 

6.3 Literary Representations of Climate Displacement 

The Hungry Tide, Gun Island and Flight Behaviour are concerned with climate displacement in different forms. This is connected 

to displacement affecting ecological vulnerability in the hunger tide in the sense that turbulent environmental conditions pose 

threats to the existence of humans and communities.  

The novel shows how unstable are human-nature relations and the lives of coastal inhabitants. The relocation of Gun Island is one 

of a series of global trends, which show the correlation between migration and climate change. The article presents the concept of 

transnational displacement as influenced by the environmental issues, economic dynamics, and historical mobility.  

The displacement of climate has a worldwide impact, as indicated in this image. Flight Behavior focuses more on the social and 

psychological reactions to the disturbance in the environment because it is more localized. It demonstrates the process through 
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which people learn to deal with ecological remodeling, focusing on the emotional consequences of displacement. Through these 

readings, it is evident that climate displacement is complex and it is a factor of environment, culture, and society. 

6.4 Environmental Loss and Cultural Identity 

Finding shows that environmental devastation is a strong determinant of cultural identity and social belonging. Displacement 

encompasses both physical movements and loss of traditions, memories and society. Trends Discussion reveals a new ecological 

disturbance tendency, which is effecting cultural practices and identity constructions.  

The displaced people are depicted negotiating their belonging in new situations as described in literary stories. As ecological 

degradation has long-term consequences that can at times not be felt until it is too late to repair the damage, it is logical to keep on 

damaging the environment gradually. This brings about cultural dislocation and it becomes difficult to relate to the past. Another 

issue highlighted in the study is the capacity of the community to adjust to the changes in the environment and re-model the 

identity which stands as the culture. This dynamic view makes identity a challenge and stresses resilience and loss. 

6.5 Rethinking Human Rights through Literary Insights 

The study reveals that the current human rights regimes have poor relocation policies when it comes to climate-induced 

relocation. The ecologically displaced persons are seldom legalized by the international policy. The findings reveal that climate 

displacement contains challenges to the common view of rights of persecution by political circumstances as opposed to ecological 

aspects.  

The paper relies on literature to highlight the significance of lived experiences, ethics, and culture in the discussion of human 

rights. Work in literature assists in making the judicial system more tolerant and sympathetic through perception of the human 

impacts of environmental change. Results indicate that a redefinition of human rights demands interdisciplinary paradigm that 

cuts across legal and cultural as well as storytelling paradigms. Therefore, it is possible to consider climate justice in a 

comprehensive manner with the help of structural data and human experience. 

7. DISCUSSION 

An interdisciplinary aspect also is applied when analyzing the results, involving the examination of ecocriticism and the 

postcolonial and human rights theory to provide a clearer picture of the problem concerning displacement as a result of climate 

change. It describes the displacement as a multifaceted phenomenon, which can be conditioned by the breaking of the ecological 

equilibrium, historical inequality and restrictions, instead of being an environmental or geographic phenomenon. Read between 

the lines, ecocritically, the consequences of this ecological breakdown are to see the damage of the ecological condition as an 

indispensable facilitator of the modes of lifestyle, identity and networks of affiliation.  

The postcolonial analysis further reveals that the impact of climate change is not equally spread and the majority of sidelined 

groups face the greatest impact due to historical structural disparities. In the field of human rights, the particular aspect of the 

study is to identify the respective value gaps in the existing legal instruments, namely the inclusion of environmental and cultural 

considerations on displacement. The literature-based research e.g. The Hungry Tide is an enlightening piece on how narratives 

eventually become a lived experience of loss and identity and cultural displacement that are not necessarily described in policy 

terms. Overall, the exchange has revealed that interdisciplinary research is required to grasp the complex and people-centred 

nature and process of climate displacement as a structural phenomenon, in order to contribute to a more holistic, people-centred 

vision of climate justice. 

8. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE WORK 

The interdisciplinary paper relies on the existing theories of ecocriticism, postcolonial theory and human rights approaches, along 

with the literary approach, to address the problem of displacement that is climate related. The results demonstrate that climate 

displacement is a phenomenon that is far more cultural and experience-based than environmental or material one and it is 

influenced by social injustice and the imbalance in nature. The study examines The Hungry Tide, Gun Island and Flight Behaviour 

and the ways in which each of the literary works explores the phenomenon of losses, identity and belonging changes without 

being reflected in the legal and policy-based discourse.  

The study also insists that current human rights structures are still inadequate in terms of dealing with climate displacement, 

especially in acknowledging environmental and cultural aspects, thus highlighting the importance of a more inclusive and human-

centered climate justice. For future studies, it is recommended to extend the study by adding more literature texts, more region 

settings, and interdisciplinary views to present comprehensive and generalized results. Future studies can explore how the results 

Published by : International Journal of Engineering Research & Technology (IJERT)
https://www.ijert.org/ ISSN: 2278-0181
An International Peer-Reviewed Journal Vol. 15 Issue 06 , June - 2026

IJERTV15IS060777 Page 6

(This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.)



of the literature can be used to develop policies and to a more comprehensive approach to addressing the displacement due to 

climate. Also, a combination of methods of adjacent disciplines like sociology, anthropology or environmental studies would be 

more contextually informed and holistic in relating the relationship of change in climate, mobility and human rights which would 

assist in creating a more holistic non-discriminant approach to global environmental issues. 
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